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The AMA: 
What Medical Students Should Know!
_____________________________________________________________________________

	The AMA is an advocate for medical students: 

· Ensures that medical students are represented in the AMA through their own democratic, policy-making body: the AMA-Medical Student Section (MSS) Assembly. 

· Supports your AMA-MSS chapters at each medical school through such resources as the MSS Chapter Leader Kit and Idea Book. 

· Supports local activism and community service by coordinating the National Service Project and offering Policy Promotion Grants--cash grants for your local projects such as organ donation awareness, AIDS education programs, minority student mentoring and many more. 

· Provides representation and direct involvement via voting participation at all levels of the AMA, including its Board of Trustees. 

· Develops future physician leaders by offering a wide range of leadership opportunities and promoting medical student involvement at the local, state and national level. 

· Communicates AMA-MSS policy, initiatives and chapter activities on the AMA-MSS webpage at www.ama-assn.org/mss. 

· Supports regional networking by medical students through annual sponsorship of seven AMA-MSS Sectional Conferences. 

· Advocates on behalf of medical students on such issues as: balancing national workforce needs and individual career choice, preserving loan protections, funding Graduate Medical Education, and ensuring equity in computer-based testing (CBT) of the USMLE. 

The AMA directly contributes to your medical education:

· Donates more than $1.5 million dollars annually in direct support of medical education through the AMA Foundation. 

· Serves an oversight role in the National Board of Medical Examiners (NBME)--the body responsible for administering your Board exams and licensing. AMA-MSS member students are appointed to the NBME Board annually. 

· Serves an oversight role in the National Resident Matching Program (NRMP)--the body that coordinates your match into a residency training program. An AMA-MSS member student is appointed to the NRMP Board for a two-year term. 

· Serves as the premier data source for residency training programs and maintains the Fellowship and Residency Electronic Interactive Database Access (FREIDA) Online and the "Green Book." 

· Publishes JAMA, AMNews, 10 specialty journals, diagnostic and treatment guidelines and numerous professional books. 

· Produces Medical Student JAMA (MS/JAMA) Online at www.ama-assn.org/msjama a monthly online publication that provides a forum for ideas, opinions and news that affect medical students.

The AMA sets the standards for the medical profession:

· Serves as a parent sponsor of the Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME) --the accrediting body for your medical schools. An AMA-MSS member student participates as a member of LCME. 

· Serves as one of the parent sponsors of the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medial Education (ACGME)--the accrediting body for your residency programs. 

· Guides the ongoing development of the medical profession’s Code of Ethics through the Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs (CEJA). An AMA-MSS member student serves as a voting member of CEJA. 

· Serves as one of the parent sponsors of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) and is committed to the education of physicians throughout their careers. 

· Established the National Patient Safety Foundation to lead the profession in reducing and preventing medical errors. 

· Established the AMA Institute for Ethics to conduct research on ethics-related issues, establish practical outreach initiatives and identify guidelines for ethical conduct in a variety of professional areas, including the Educating Physicians on End of Life Care (EPEC) project.

The AMA is committed to improving public health:

· Created a coalition of seven physician groups to urge politicians to make universal health coverage a top issue. 

· Developed the Live Then Give campaign to increase awareness about the importance of organ donation. 

· Organized the National Coalition of Physicians Against Family Violence, and has enlisted thousands of physicians and medical students in the fight against domestic violence. 

· Published Guidelines for Adolescent Preventive Services to improve the health of our nation’s youth, and additional physician guidelines for recognizing and treating victims of domestic violence and child abuse, and for preventing firearm injuries. 

· Features a Consumer Health Information section on its web site at www.ama-assn.org, including information on nutrition, exercise and KidsHealth. 

· Places physicians and other health care providers for short-term assignment at rural National Health Service Corps sites and Indian Health Service hospitals and clinics through Project USA. 

· Launched the Cultural Competence Initiative designed to create behavioral and institutional changes so that physicians are better able to provide culturally effective care to all patients. 

· Established a partnership with The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and six university-community coalitions to launch an initiative called "A Matter of Degree: The National Effort to Reduce High-Risk Drinking Among College Students." 

The AMA is the only organization that will remain your advocate throughout your career...begin your involvement now.

Call 1-800-AMA-3211 for membership information.
To join, go to the Online Membership page. 


